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ABSTRACT
Issue: The Assessment, Policy

Development, and Evaluation (APDE)\

Unit of Seattle-King County Public Health
(SKCPH) is part of the evaluation
activities for the Seattle Sweetened
Beverage (SSB) Tax.

Objective: The purpose of this practicum
was to contribute to the Domains of
Food Access section of the evaluation,
summarize federal, state and local
programs addressing food access and
their recent policy changes.

Main Findings: Healthy food access
research is shifting away from the
traditional "food desert” methodology to
address additional domains of food
access. Several federal, state and local
programs addressing food insecurity,
some of which face policy changes that
may impact food access for Seattle
residents.

PURPOSE

The primary purpose in writing "Dom%

of Food Access" of the 6-month SSB Tax

Evaluation was to:

¢ Review the domains of food access

* Narrate how research of "food deserts"
has evolved to address additional
domains

e Assess the state of food access in the
city of Seattle

¢ Revenue is intended to be used to
address barriers to healthy food access
in addition to evaluation activities

METHODS

Literature review: PubMed was queried to identify scientific articles reviewing domains of food access and narrate the
shift of "food desert" methodology towards a more multi-dimensional model. Grey literature used to capture lived
experiences in Seattle and King County. Literature was also identified by team members and experts in the field.

Preliminary data analysis: Stata was used to analyze food insecurity rates by council district and by race using 2013

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) data.

Framework: The created framework was adapted from Glaz et al, Broughton et al, Sourman, and Igoe

DOMAINS OF FOOD ACCESS IN POLICY, ENVIRONMENTAL AND INDIVIDUAL CONTEXTS

— b | Eswronmerza | Indnrdsal B Socal
| ibeace (Contex Cortext
I EEEnEEET
& ey
. 2 .
et ot - L2 ore oL el By o powemer et + . ]
L. T — - =
= - - [
Caure foeod, TR proieepnom,
. o, e, e
Aarceptality Cortre rentsiey
p—— e rommr pa B
e 8 S —— sty of e
Do —
Frice. Brran Pucrswes Ay, wran. grsrrd Wit ody mans inde
SR mdatsliny o ety st e
L ]
T a2 At o Lrtrg demtry i Setmer: oeron
= Ralaered soven o ety o bood Bcoioin. el prelaralen, e okl
S Pt bl Erghogment. St ooome.
1 e e
.
- LIET : T |

a. Glanz K, Sallis JF, Saelens BE, Frank LD. Nutrition Environment Measures Survey in Stores (NEMS-S) Development and Evaluation. Am J Prev Med. 2007;32(4):282-289.
doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2006.12.019

b. Broughton MA, Janssen PS, Hertzman C, Innis SM, Frankish CJ. Predictors and outcomes of household food insecurity among inner city families with preschool children in
Vancouver. Can J Public Health. 97(3):214-216. http://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pubmed/16827410.

c. Saurman E. Improving access: modifying Penchansky and Thomas's Theory of Access. J Health Serv Res Policy. 2016;21(1):36-39. doi:10.1177/1355819615600001.

d. Igoe B. Food Access: Concepts and Frameworks.; 2011. https://slideplayer.com/slide/4837656/.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MAIN FINDINGS

Healthy food access research is evolving
from a focus on physical distance from
supermarket chains to considering multiple
dimensions of access.

Several frameworks illustrate only a few
domains of access and do not capture the
layered contexts in which these domains
exist.

BRFSS data required suppression to
estimate rates of food insecurity by race. In
Seattle, 9.2% [CI: 7.6, 11.1] of white and
17.7% [Cl: 14.5, 21.6] of non-White
(including Hispanics), experienced trouble
accessing food in 2013.

LESSONS LEARNED

Operations of the SBT evaluation process
are vigorous, detail-oriented and multi-
faceted. It requires the collaborative work

and input of several experts, community
members, and governmental officials.

There is significant value in both qualitative
and quantitative data to inform the public
and governmental officials. Quantitative
data elevates the qualitative data, which
provides a snapshot of lived experiences.

Writing for an audience of council members
requires concision and precision. The
purpose of the APDE is to present data for
the community to make informed decisions.

No external funding was used for this practicum project. Thank you to the APDE Unit at Seattle-King County Public
Health and the rest of the SBT Evaluation Team at CPHN and Seattle Children’s for their work, feedback and input
for this report. A special thanks to Myduc Ta for her mentorship, advisement and guidance through this process.
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